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When you come to the University of Glasgow or any other HE institution in the UK, you 
might need to get used to writing in different ways. You might have studied English to a 
high level before but not had to write a academic university essay before. You may have 
studied for exams, for example IELTS, but not had to make use of sources, refer to 
background reading in your assignments. Or you might not be very familiar with 
academic writing style or developing a critical stance. Alternatively you might just want to 
revise aspects of academic style, looking at assessment criteria and so on. If any of 
these describe you, this flexible online resource should be or might be useful for you as it 
introduces you to aspects of academic writing.
!
When you are studying in a university, you might need to write a variety of types of 
assignments, from reports to essays and case studies. These are not all written in the 
same way. So it is important to become aware of the task/assignment guidelines and 
think about the content and style in relation to these. 
!
This resource will show you three different types of writing - a general problem-solution 
essay, a reflective journal entry and a critical lesson observation.
!
This resource might be particularly useful for you if you are an international student on a 
pre-sessional or preparatory academic English and study skills course or if you are a 
post-graduate student about to start or just started your course or programme of study 
and are looking for advice on academic writing, understanding of assignment briefs and 
instructions, engaging with assessment criteria and descriptors. 

If you are a teacher and you support students in developing their academic writing you 
may find this resource worthwhile recommending to your students.
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