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Online academic offences in university 

!
The Internet provides a convenient way for people to research information in life and it is 
increasingly used in education. However, this kind of instrument also exerts a negative 
influence on people’s life. E-learning is a way for students to learn conveniently, which 
became popular among college life. Student can use internet for searching sources and 
finding references which link with their subjects. Even in some universities, students 
have classes and finish homework online. Therefore there is a problem occurred when 
internet comes into student life—Online academic offence. 


!
Online academic offences in university 
“The Internet has brought wonderful opportunities for improving teaching and learning, 
but at the same time it has also brought challenges to academic integrity” (Jane Ma, et 
al, 2008). Copying other’s work is commonly seen in campus; it is still more universal 
that student plagiarizes other’s final work online. Academic offence online is one serious 
problem in campus which are prevalent in today’s society. Take cheating as an example; 
it can be found in students’ final essay in university. According to Eric (2008), with the 
increasing use of internet, a majority of students are practicing cheating which getting 
worse each year. “Web sites, e-mails, chat rooms, digital devices, and search engines all 
become tools for plagiarism and cheating” (Jane Ma 2008, 199). Either student use e-
cheating for academic essay or plagiarize other author’s reports, even handing the same 
work more times belong to academic offences which is prevailing in university.

!
The purpose of this essay is to realize how university students experience academic 
offences and the way to control this negative phenomenon in universities.
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Problems and reasons of students’ academic offence online  
Academic offences are not a critical offence in all criminal behaviors such as murder, 
robbing or stealing. There are some type of academic offences including cheating, 
plagiarism, falsifying records and handing in the same work more than once in generally. 
However, this kind of action can have a significant affect on students in their academic 
study. 

!
Firstly, it should be clarified that the reason of student having academic offences in their 
study. Some researches show that across 46 studies, an average of 70.4% college 
students had cheated in college (Whitley, 1998) and 76% students had cheated in either 
high school or college (Davis et al, 1992). It can be confirmed that students who cheat in 
college become a large group. Simkin and McLeod (2010) claimed that the reason 
student cheating is desire to succeed. In some student’s mind, they want to get a 
decent score at the final exam but they have not got ready for examination. Moreover, 
due to the number of student who select cheat in homework, some are following the 
step of student cheating others’ homework or essay writing. If they have exercises but 
limited time or difficult to finish individual, maybe plagiarism is one of a selection, which 
only needs copy and paste through internet.

!
Another significant problem should be understood which is why those students choose 
the internet for cheating or plagiarizing. Scanlon (2003) argued that students believe 
plagiarism online is easy and it can not be easily discovered by teachers which is quite 
convenient to complete. Because of the perfect system of internet, people can search 
any information that they want. If students have main topic of their essay, they only need 
to type the keywords in the search engine in website and then a great quantity of 
information about their topic showing in screen. For some colleges, the detection of 
plagiarism may not that perfection. Without the monitor system of essay and exam; it 
may lead to students’ escapes the detection of essay. In addition, the information online 
contains comprehensive content, which is too attractive to refuse citing the article in 
own essay or works and also it is free and direct to gain.
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Furthermore, the prevailing of academic offences online may have specific reasons. 
Initially, peer effects may lead to the prevalent of academic offence when using internet. 
“If students perceive that a majority of their peers are going online to plagiarize, they 
may be more apt to plagiarize themselves (Scanlon and Neumann 2002, 383).” Students 
may prefer to plagiarize by themselves rather than among peers sometimes. However, if 
everyone has the same thoughts, there may have large number of peers who plagiarize 
by themselves and several individual constitute a large group. “Although confirmed 
cases of plagiarism among social work students are relatively small in number, they exist 
and are reported to be growing”(Margaret 1999, 375). Thus, the trend of plagiarism 
online may become prevalent and prevails, which let the black market that earning by 
selling others’ essay will be active online. 


!
How to solve the difficulties with student online academic offences 
To resolve the problem, the first stage is considering about how student and teacher can 
do. For students, academic offence is an ethical behavior which needs to be completely 
eradicated. Students’ mind can be changed positively and faced own condition 
correctly, which means learning subject in a progressive pattern. “As previously noted, 
colleges and universities generally have not made institution-wide efforts to address 
student plagiarism” (Scanlon, 2003, 163). Therefore teachers should allow the students 
to realize the importance of plagiarism.

!
Plagiarism-detection software become popular in recent years, although the function of 
this software is not that excellent, it is still used in detects a number of students’ essay, 
which is sufficiently used online (Braumoeller and Gaines, 2001). However, it can not be 
queried the function of the software, but the university’s responsibility can be queried by 
publics. The university should remind students to understand the consequence of 
academic offences and write the highlight on realistic paper such as student rules and 
regulations. “Colleges and universities should update their policies on academic honesty 
to include definitions and sanctions regarding cyber-plagiarism, and they should 
regularly punish or otherwise draw attention to these policies”(Scanlon, 2003, 163). So if 
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universities make sure the information about how to deal with student cheating online, it 
may control the trend that student plagiarize others work online. 


!
Evaluate the response of solving online academic offences in university

Apart from the software on internet, students and universities have aware to the 
importance of academic offences. There are many factors result in students’ plagiarism 
online. Thus, for solution to each problem become clearer, some effective ways have 
been referring like plagiarism-detection software to solve these problems, although the 
system may not be perfect at now. In university supervision, there are some weaknesses 
to improve with how to deal with academic offences. In addition, students’ behavior of 
plagiarism online may not only relate with their own mind, but also belongs to the peers 
about them. Therefore, both individual and peer behavior should be considered.


!
To conclude, since computers come into our life, it changed a lot of conditions whether 
positive or negative, especially in students’ learning. Although online learning provides 
students lots of convenience, it may lead to drawbacks of using the internet to learn. 
Academic offences online has already become a significant problem now, which needs 
intensively prevent. While from the discussion above, it can be hoped that the negative 
influence will be changed if students and universities make effort to control.
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