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Read the problem section of the essay ‘Online academic offences in university’ provided 
for your convenience below. Try to answer the following questions before listening to the 
tutor’s commentary:

!
• Identify the main ideas of each paragraph. How are they developed within the 

paragraphs? Could any of them be extended?

• How are they linked with each other?

!
Academic offences are not a critical offence in all criminal behaviors such as murder, 
robbing or stealing. There are some type of academic offences including cheating, 
plagiarism, falsifying records and handing in the same work more than once in generally. 
However, this kind of action can have a significant affect on students in their academic 
study. 
!
Firstly, it should be clarified that the reason of student having academic offences in their 
study. Some researches show that across 46 studies, an average of 70.4% college 
students had cheated in college (Whitley, 1998) and 76% students had cheated in either 
high school or college (Davis et al, 1992). It can be confirmed that students who cheat in 
college become a large group. Simkin and McLeod (2010) claimed that the reason 
student cheating is desire to succeed. In some student’s mind, they want to get a decent 
score at the final exam but they have not got ready for examination. Moreover, due to the 
number of student who select cheat in homework, some are following the step of 
student cheating others’ homework or essay writing. If they have exercises but limited 
time or difficult to finish individual, maybe plagiarism is one of a selection, which only 
needs copy and paste  through internet. 
!
Another significant problem should be understood which is why those students choose 
the internet for cheating or plagiarizing. Scanlon (2003) argued that students believe 
plagiarism online is easy and it can not be easily discovered by teachers which is quite 
convenient to complete. Because of the perfect system of internet, people can search 
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any information that they want. If students have main topic of their essay, they only need 
to type the keywords in the search engine in website and then a great quantity of 
information about their topic showing in screen. For some colleges, the detection of 
plagiarism may not that perfection. Without the monitor system of essay and exam; it 
may lead to students’ escapes the detection of essay. In addition, the information online 
contains comprehensive content, which is too attractive to refuse citing the article in own 
essay or works and also it is free and direct to gain. 
!
Furthermore, the prevailing of academic offences online may have specific reasons. 
Initially, peer effects may lead to the prevalent of academic offence when using internet. 
“If students perceive that a majority of their peers are going online to plagiarize, they may 
be more apt to plagiarize themselves (Scanlon and Neumann 2002, 383).” Students may 
prefer to plagiarize by themselves rather than among peers sometimes. However, if 
everyone has the same thoughts, there may have large number of peers who plagiarize 
by themselves and several individual constitute a large group. “Although confirmed cases 
of plagiarism among social work students are relatively small in number, they exist and 
are reported to be growing”(Margaret 1999, 375). Thus, the trend of plagiarism online 
may become prevalent and prevails, which let the black market that earning by selling 
others’ essay will be active online.

TRANSITION TO ACADEMIC WRITING || English for Academic Study || University of Glasgow

https://transitiontoacademicwriting.wordpress.com

